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Smallpox Vaccinations?

Over the past six months, we have listened to information concerning the small pox vaccination.  There is conflicting information.  National ENA has endorsed the project.  Here in California, CNA has opposed the plan.  What’s right for us?  

While the State Department of Health Services is the lead agency for most of California, it is easy to detect some question and reluctance from them.  Physicians will tell you “the risks outweigh the benefits”. 

A major concern is liability.  Although everyone expects Workmen’s Compensation to provide coverage, at this time, there is no guarantee.  In most cases, nurses who receive the vaccine will return to patient care.  Will the families of those receiving the vaccine be protected or covered?  These are some unanswered questions or concerns. 

The vaccination kits were ordered for the State of California. 

In other news, the State Department of Health Services and The Emergency Medical Services Authority have developed a draft document containing SUGGESTIONS for hospitals for the various levels of federal threat alerts.   These should be available soon.  

